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Two rheology additives for aqueous systems

BYK®-420 and BYK®-425 are rheology additives that are used to

adjust the flow behavior in aqueous paints and coatings.

BYK-420 belongs to the product family of "liquid thixotropic additives".
The product is characterized by its easy handling, with the result that,
by simply stirring, a homogeneous distribution in the formulation is
achieved. Consequently, a strong thixotropic flow with a strong shear
thinning effect is guaranteed and the processing is not negatively
affected during the application. BYK-420 is also suitable as a "post
additive" for subsequently adjusting the viscosity of the coating, and
its very distinct anti-settling properties improve storage stability. Its
use to prevent settling is therefore widespread in aqueous pigment

concentrates.

BYK-425 has proved to be particularly effective in the thickening of
binder-rich formulations, creating a shear thinning, pseudoplastic flow
behavior. The main advantage is the possibility of applying large layer
thicknesses without runners and sagging, thereby guaranteeing
improved coverage in pigmented systems in one easy step. Using
BYK-425 in combination with BYK-420 will also allow the required

flow behavior of paints and coatings to be optimized.
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The special chemical composition of BYK-425 guarantees universal
effectiveness and advantages in the behavior of a variety of different
applications. Besides paint and coating formulations, BYK-425 will be
used in surfactant-containing systems such as detergents and fabric
softeners for rheological adjustments. Furthermore it can be applied

for paper coating.

About BYK-Chemie:
BYK-Chemie is one of the world’s leading suppliers of additives used in the coatings, inks, and
plastics industry.

Approximately 85 % of our sales are generated by foreign countries. Our major export markets
are Europe, the United States and the Far East.

Additives are used by processing industries in the production of coatings, inks, and plastics. In
very small quantities, BYK-Chemie additives simplify manufacturing processes, and significantly
improve the quality of finished goods, such as motor vehicles and furniture. BYK-Chemie is a
member of ALTANA Chemie AG, Wesel. ALTANA Chemie develops and produces high quality,
innovative products in the sector of specialty chemicals.

BYK-Chemie has been producing additives since 1962 in Wesel. Today it employs around 990
people worldwide, 25 % of whom work in research and development departments or technical
laboratories.
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This press release is also available on the Internet at: www.byk-chemie.com.
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