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Research and Development.

The success of a company is borne by its employees. The employees of ALTANA are distinguished by a high level of com-
mitment and skill. With their knowledge they constitute the real capital of our company. At the end of 2009, 4,789 staff 
members were employed at ALTANA throughout the Group. Staff numbers have remained practically unchanged on the 
year before – despite the crisis.

Our research and development activities did not abate even in the difficult business year that was 2009. The fact that ALTANA 
continues to invest disproportionate amounts in innovation despite the crisis underlines the importance of research and 
development activities for the whole Group. Therefore, our goal is to constantly expand these activities and gear them 
closely to our customers’ current and future needs.

Employees. 

- Group-wide research expenditure in 2009 was 6.1 % of sales
- Sector-wide the average is around 3 %
- In 2009, 71.6 million euro were spent on R&D
- In 2009, 763 ALTANA employees worldwide worked in the area of R&D (16 % of the Group’s total workforce)
- 34 new patent families could be registered in the past financial year  

 
Employees by division 

 Dec. 2009   Dec. 2008 ∆ %

1 Additives & Instruments 1,189 1,214 - 2

2 Effect Pigments 1,878 1,943 - 3

3 Electrical Insulation 886 920 - 4

4 Coatings & Sealants 770 652  18

5 Holding 66 62 7

Total 4,789 4,791 0
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Employees by region

Dec. 2009  Dec. 2008 ∆ %

1 Europe 3,333 3,393 - 2

thereof Germany 2,739 2,772 - 1

2 Americas 781 697 12

thereof U.S. 742 658 10

3 Asia 675 701 - 4

thereof China 371 369 1

Total 4,789 4,791 0
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Annual Report 2009

R&D expenses (in € million)

2009 71.6

2008 72.1

2007 67.4

2006 67.7

2005 46.5

R&D locations and employees

Research and  
service locations R&D employees

Additives & Instruments 19 286

Effect Pigments 9 228

Electrical Insulation 10 140

Coatings & Sealants 9 121

Holding – 3
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Latin America

ELANTAS Isolantes Elétricos 
do Brasil Ltda., Cerquilho,  
Estado de São Paulo (BR) 

  100 %

U.S. 

BYK USA Inc., 
Wallingford, CT 

  100 %

BYK Gardner USA Inc., 
Columbia, MD 

 100 %

ECKART America Corporation, 
Painesville, OH 

  100 %

ELANTAS PDG Inc., 
St. Louis, MO 

  100 %

ACTEGA Kelstar Inc., 
Cinnaminson, NJ

  100 %

ACTEGA Radcure Inc., 
Fairfield, NJ

  100 %

ACTEGA WIT Inc., 
Lincolnton, NC

  100 %

Asia

BYK Asia Pacific Pte Ltd., 
Singapore (SGP), 

 100 %

BYK Japan KK, 
Tokyo (J) 

 100 %

BYK Solutions (Shanghai) Co., 
Ltd., Shanghai (CN) 

 100 %

BYK (Tongling) Co., Ltd., 
Tongling (CN) 

  100 %

ECKART Asia Ltd., 
Hong Kong (CN) 

 100 %

ECKART Zhuhai Co., Ltd., 
Zhuhai (CN)

  100 %

ELANTAS Beck India Ltd., 
Pune (IND)

   89 %

ELANTAS (Tongling) Co., Ltd., 
Tongling (CN) 

  100 %

ELANTAS (Zhuhai) Co., Ltd., 
Zhuhai (CN) 

  100 %

ACTEGA Foshan Co., Ltd., 
Foshan (CN) 

  100 %

 Sales company
 Production company

Annual Report 2009

Central America

BYK Chemie de Mexico, 
S. de R.L. de C.V., 
San Pablo Xalpa (MX) 

 100 %

ECKART de Mexico Industries, 
S.R.L. de C.V.,
San Pablo Xalpa (MX) 

 100 %

Germany

ALTANA AG, Wesel 

ALTANA Chemie GmbH, 
Wesel 
100 %

BYK-Chemie GmbH, 
Wesel 

  100 %

ECKART GmbH, 
Hartenstein

  100 %

ELANTAS GmbH, 
Wesel
100 %

ACTEGA GmbH, 
Wesel
100 %

BYK-Gardner GmbH, 
Geretsried 

  100 %

ELANTAS Beck GmbH, 
Hamburg 

  100 %

ACTEGA DS GmbH, 
Bremen 

  100 %

ACTEGA Rhenania GmbH, 
Grevenbroich 

  100 %

ACTEGA Terra GmbH, 
Lehrte 

  100 %

Europe

BYK-Cera B.V., 
Deventer (NL) 

  100 %

ECKART Benelux B.V., 
Uden (NL) 

 100 %

ECKART France SAS, 
Saint-Ouen Cedex (F) 

 100 %

ECKART Pigments KY, 
Pori (FI) 

 100 %

ECKART Italia s.r.l., 
Rivanazzano (I) 

  100 %

ECKART Suisse SA, 
Vétroz (CH) 

 100 %

ECKART UK Ltd., 
Ampthill, Bedfordshire (GB) 

 100 %

ELANTAS Camattini S.p.A., 
Collechio (I) 

  100 %

ELANTAS Deatech s.r.l., 
Ascoli Piceno (I) 

  100 %

ELANTAS UK Ltd., 
Manchester (GB) 

 100 %

ACTEGA Artística S.A.U., 
Vigo (E) 

  100 %

ACTEGA Rhenacoat S.A., 
Sedan (F) 

  100 %

Overview of ALTANA Locations.





ALTANA AG 
Abelstrasse 43
46483 Wesel 
Germany
Tel  +49 281 670 - 55 95  
Fax +49 281 670 - 49 55 95
  
innovation@altana.com 
www.altana.com

  


